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SGA to publish newsletters this semester
By John Strubelt
Collegian Editor
The Student Government
Association has passed a resolution to publish two newsletters
during the spring semester. The
resolution, passed at the SGA's
Jan. 23 meeting, places Vice

Part-time
workers
seeing green
more often

President for Public Relations
Michelle Garcia in charge of creating the newsletter and sets
aside a budget of no more than
$650 for the newsletters.
Vice President for Finance
Sergio Martinez commended
Garcia for her efforts in creating
a newsletter, a task he said the

SGA has been attempting for two
years.
In other business, the SGA
approved a resolution to budget
$500 for food expenditures during informal meetings, "so that
monies are not paid from the
pockets of our SGA members."
SGA
President
Edward

Camarillo gave each senator a
list of committees and chairs for
the spring semester.
Among the committees listed
is the online book exchange,
which the SGA has been working
on since last semester. Senator at
See ‘SGA,’ Page 3

See ‘Paycheck,’ Page 6
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11 students tapped
for Leadership
Academy
In an effort to build
strong leadership skills
among students here at
UTB/TSC,
the
Leadership Academy
has kicked off in full
force this semester.
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Student Ivan Nohpal (left) lifts a repaired motor to place in a car during an auto
mechanics class Tuesday. Assisting Nohpal is fellow student Toribio Alvarado.

University to students: Get involved
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
With inspiration set forth by
Father Armand Mathew, university officials said they plan to
continue the efforts of establishing community service programs to offer more volunteer
opportunities for students.
"Father Armand left the uni-

The university has
promoted three administrators in the divisions
of Student Affairs and
Academic Affairs, and
hired a couple to head
two departments.

No more engine trouble

By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer
Part-time employees of
UTB/TSC are receiving a paycheck twice a month thanks to a
Student
Government
Association resolution and the
coordinated effort of several
departments.
Previously, part-time and
work-study employees were
paid monthly, a situation that
forced them to stretch their paychecks until the end of the
month. Some, however, did not
always succeed.
"It became nearly impossible
so our students spoke, and our

3 administrators
promoted

versity
in
December
and in that
time worked
diligently
with faculty
in establishMari Fuentesing serviceMartin
learning programs," Dean of Students Mari
Fuentes-Martin said about the

former head of the university's
Center for Civic Engagement.
"But what I think people might
know a little bit less about him
is that he also was trained to
spear-head volunteer opportunities for students."
UTB/TSC will work with
AmeriCorps*VISTA, an organization serving "hundreds of
nonprofit organizations and

public agencies throughout the
country--working to fight illiteracy, improve health services,
create businesses, increase
housing opportunities, or bridge
the digital divide," according to
its Web site.
The university was given the
services
of
an
See ‘Volunteer,’ Page 5

Campus to host
regional chess
tournament
UTB/TSC will host
the Texas Scholastic
Region 8 Chess
Tournament Saturday
and Sunday. More than
1,000 Valley students-from kindergartners to
college seniors--are
expected to attend, officials say.
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3 administrators promoted
By John Strubelt
Collegian Editor
The university has promoted three administrators in the divisions of Student
Affairs and Academic Affairs, and hired a couple to head two departments.
Maria Elena Valdes, former assistant director of the Learning Assistance Center,
and Deborah K. Huerta, former assistant director of the Counseling Center, were
promoted to head their respective departments effective Feb. 1.
Hilda Silva was in charge of both departments before her promotion to vice
president for Student Affairs. Valdes and Huerta had, in essence, been directing
their departments since her departure, Silva said. The permanent promotions,
however, have taken time because Silva decided to separate the two departments
once again and create the new positions.
"Those two departments are the biggest support offices in Student Affairs,"
Silva said. "The volume of students and staff they serve [is large]. The LAC, I
believe, has nine full-time employees and about 40 to 50 part-time tutors. I felt
that both offices were large enough to warrant a full-time director."
Former Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs Margie Mancillas now
serves as vice president for the Pre-Kindergarten-16 program. Hector Castillo,
executive assistant to the president, said Mancillas will be working with local
school districts in integrating P-16 programs.
Baltazar Acevedo, former president of Houston Community College, will head
up the university's Cross-Border Institute for Regional Development. CBIRD is
an "innovative bi-national development initiative founded on the vision of 'One
Region, One Future,''' according to the institute's Web site. The program works to
bring together academic, government and private sectors on both sides of the border to determine solutions for a "prosperous border region."
Acevedo's wife Suzanne will serve as associate dean for Institutional Grants
Administration for the Office of Sponsored Programs. Acevedo was formerly
employed by the North Harris Montgomery College District.

The UT Optional Retirement Plan
Does It Seem Like Your
Retirement Plan Is Stuck

In Reverse?
Call A Professional Advisor
YOUR PERSONAL FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Robert F. Richardson, CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542-1775
LD3972-08/02
Investment Advisory Representative with and Securities offered through InterSecurities,
Inc., member NASD and SIPC. 1623 Central Blvd. Suite 200, Brownsville, TX 78520
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Briefs
UTB/TSC Business Technology students will provide income tax assistance from 4 to 7 p.m. every Monday and Tuesday starting today until April 15
in Rusteberg Rooms 166 and 210. To qualify for tax help, individuals must be
students or taxpayers with limited income, disabilities, non-English speaking
or elderly. Taxpayers must bring the following: this year's tax package and/or
label, all forms including W-2 and 1099s (interest income), information for
other income, deduction/credits, a copy of last year's tax return and original
Social Security cards for taxpayers and dependents. For more information, call
the Business Technology Department at 983-7835 or 548-6574.
Students, staff and faculty are invited to participate in the Office of Student
Activities' Scavenger Hunt. A prize of $700 will go to the winning team. The
list of items will be distributed during a registration meeting scheduled for 6
p.m. today in the Student Union Ballroom. For more information, call
Student Activities at 554-5138.
The Catholic Campus Ministry invites faculty and staff to an Open House
at 10 a.m. Tuesday in the Newman Center, 1850 Ridgely Rd. Father Hilary
Brzezinski will celebrate Mass. The Ministry's regular daily schedule is as follows: Movie Club, 1 p.m. Monday; Mass, 12:20-1 p.m. Tuesday; Steal-a-Meal
(food for $1), 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday; Bring Your Own Bible, 12:30-1:30
p.m. Thursday; and choir practice, 5:30 p.m. Friday. For more information,
call 541-9697.
Hilda Silva, vice president for Student Affairs, will address the Student
Government Association during its general meeting at 1:30 p.m. Friday in the
Student Union Veranda. For more information, call the SGA at 554-5034.
"Night of A Thousand Notes" will take place at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the SETB Lecture Hall. This event is a student fund-raiser. Admission is $5.
The Conflict Resolution Center will conduct a workshop titled
"Assertiveness" from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday in Cortez 204. Other workshops planned at the same hour and room are "Handling Anger," Feb. 26,
"Communication," March 19; and "Your Conflict Style," April 16.
Refreshments will be provided. For more information, call Conflict Resolution
Center Director Ethel Cantu at 544-8868.
The American Red Cross will conduct a blood drive from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday in South and Tandy halls, from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Allied Health Building, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Student Union's La Sala, and until 9 p.m. Thursday in South
Hall. For more information, call Student Health Services at 544-8951.
Talent Search will sponsor a Career Walk for middle and high school students at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the Student Union's Gran Salon. Professionals
from the community will speak to students regarding careers in medicine,
finance, criminal justice and law, and there will be representatives from
UTB/TSC's School of Education, College of Science, Math and Technology,
School of Health, Counseling and Career Services, Academic Advising and
other Student Affairs departments to answer questions. For more information,
call Pamela Flores, Talent Search coordinator, at 544-8243.
J. Bowyer Bell, adjunct professor for the School of International and Public
Affairs at Columbia University, will discuss Islamic fundamentalism and global terrorism on "Society Under Fire," which airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and
2:30 p.m. Sunday on KMBH-FM (88.9). David Pearson, associate professor
of sociology in the Behavioral Sciences Department, hosts the program.
Grupo Folklórico Tizatlán meets at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. Saturday
and 5 p.m. Sunday in the gym annex. For more information, call Zelma Mata
at 554-8291. The Allegro Chamber Trio, a flute, harp and viola group, will perform at 8 p.m. Friday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is $10 for adults,
$7 for children and senior citizens and $3 for UTB/TSC students with ID.
The Linux User Group meets the last Saturday of each month in SET-B
Room 2.508. For more information, call J.R. Iglesias, assistant professor of
Computer Sciences, at 574-6616 or e-mail him at jriglesias@utb.edu.
The UTB/TSC Alumni Association will host a Valentine's Day Dinner and
Dance from 8 p.m. to midnight Feb. 14 in the Student Union veranda. The
Take Two band will perform. Tickets are $65 per couple, which includes buffet dinner. Attire is semiformal and there will be a cash bar. Proceeds will benefit UTB/TSC scholarships. To purchase tickets, call 548-6575.
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11 students tapped for Leadership Academy
By Jamie Standeford
Staff Writer
In an effort to build strong leadership skills among students here at
UTB/TSC, the Leadership Academy
has kicked off in full force this semester.
Under the direction of Vice President
for Student Affairs Hilda Silva, Dean
of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin,
Counseling Center Director Deborah
Huerta, Learning Assistance Center
Director Maria Elena Valdes and
Student Activities and Residence Life
Director Vince Solis, the academy is
intended to help guide and prepare students for leadership positions through
a series of workshops and seminars.
"The idea really came from Vice
President Hilda Silva and she said that
we really want to have an opportunity
for incoming students to learn leadership skills …to assume positions of
leadership throughout their studies
here," Fuentes-Martin said.
Fuentes-Martin said the students
chosen to participate in the academy
have to meet a certain criteria before
being accepted.

"As we discussed it, the more we
determined that we're going to recruit
incoming students who are in the top
10 percent of their class and have
resumes of active leadership in high
school," she said.
Eleven freshmen are attending the
2003 Spring Semester's Leadership
Academy. They are Karla K. Barrios,
education major; Joshua Caldwell,
undeclared major; James Cleveland,
business major; Victor A. Flores, undeclared major; Candida L. Gutierrez,
marketing major; Eliseo Lopez, physical therapy major; Moises Molina,
drafting major; Jose Ricalday, computer science major; Rosa Isela Rosales,
psychology major; Cynthia B. Sosa,
biology major; and Lewis Vega, criminal justice major.
Fuentes-Martin said students will
attend workshops and seminars to target specific skills of leadership and
learn how to develop them, such as
assessing your leadership style, learning how to effectively manage time,
developing effective communication
skills, learning how to resolve conflict,
and setting goals.
After attending their first meeting

last Wednesday, students were already
excited about the new program.
"I think that it's a great opportunity
for us students to be involved more
with the school," Barrios said. "And
we're going to learn a lot about leadership skills and it's a great way to help
out others."
Cleveland said that even though this
project is only in its first year, he sees
it as something incoming students can
get involved in and at the same time,
learn skills they will need for their
future.
"I think it'll give me the skills to be
successful, not only here at UTB as a
student, but in the future as a person in
our community, too," he said. "It gives
them an opportunity to spring-board
their talents and skills and advance as
a leader."
Fuentes-Martin said another task

SGA
Continued from Page 1
Large Carlos Garza Jr. said he had
hoped to get the online book
exchange up and running last semester but ran into "legal and liability
problems." While he is still doing
research, he anticipates the online
book exchange will be available by
the end of this semester.
Freshman
Senator
Liliana
Guajardo and Lower Level Senator
Carolina Bocanegra will look into
creating an official ring for
UTB/TSC students.
Also, Senator at Large Hugo Perez
will research the feasibility of having
a 24-hour computer lab at UTB/TSC.
Perez will study other UT components that have 24-hour labs and will
make a recommendation based on his
research.
Garcia and Freshman Senator
Michael Camarillo will continue discussions with Campus Police Officer
David Marquez on the Scorpion
Academy, which will "serve as a positive resource for those students
interested in law enforcement and
also for others who wish to acquire
more knowledge in this field."
Lower Level Senator Eric
Vallarino will look into creating a
process for awarding a professor
from
UTB/TSC
with
a
"Distinguished Professor of the Year
Award."
Upper Level Senator Patricia

that she has for the incoming academy
would be to set forth new traditions for
the university.
"I think for this incoming class,
we're going to challenge them to help
us create a new tradition here at
UTB/TSC," she said. "What might
that tradition be? We have some traditions like Bougainvillea that go on or
our Scorpion mascot, but there's really
a lot more that I think we can do.
[Texas] A&M [University] is probably
one of the good examples in our state
with lots of traditions, from people
saying 'howdy' to everybody, not walking on the grass and taking off their
baseball caps. So, I think we need a
few more traditions at UTB."
Although there are only 11 students
participating in the university's first
See ‘Leader,’ Page 4

Sanchez will look into the possibility
of listing specific disciplines on
UTB/TSC degrees.
Vice President for Policy and
Procedures Sam Perez and Hugo
Perez will look into creating a
Housing Residents Association for
The Village at Fort Brown.
Vice President for Historical
Archives Alex Salinas will maintain
contact with the Business Office
regarding the semi-monthly payroll.
The SGA would like to stress the
importance of direct deposits with
work/study and part-time students
and staff and would like to know
"what the Business Office will need
to help make this transition more
beneficial and what process and
information will be needed to conduct this."
Student Nick Cordova will chair
the Voter Registration Task Force, the
purpose of which is to register
UTB/TSC students to vote.
In other business, guest speaker
Eloy Alvarez, new student development specialist for Student Activities,
introduced himself to the SGA.
Alvarez was previously employed at
South Texas Community College's
mid-Valley campus in Weslaco.
"I'm really, really excited, really
looking forward to working with the
students here and relay whatever
knowledge and experience that I
have to what I feel is a very, very
strong group already," Alvarez said.
"I'm here to help."

On Campus
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Leader
Continued from Page 3
Leadership Academy, Fuentes-Martin
predicts that with time, the academy's
numbers will flourish into the hundreds.
"I don't know of anything else like
this concept in this area, but I expect
that it'll be something fruitful in the
future," she said. "But our goal is to

have about 100 students participate
every year. And so, as we go through
this experience, we'll keep assessing
our strengths and weaknesses and then
next fall [we'll] have a class that we
can refer 100 students."
Students who would like more information about the Leadership Academy
may call 554-5115 or visit the academy office, located in Student Union
Room 1.20.

Club Spotlight
Name: Campus Activity Board
(formerly
Student
Activities
Programming Board)
Purpose: To provide a balanced
schedule of social, cultural, educational and recreational events for
the enjoyment and benefit of the
university community and to provide opportunities for student development and leadership through the
initiation of these events.
Established: August 2002
President: Melissa Garza
Vice President: Ivan Alvarado
Secretary: Mary Cota
Treasurers: Jesus Ortegon and
Patricia Hinojosa

Advisers: Vince Solis and Eloy
Alvarez
Events and community service:
Mr.
Amigo
Reception,
Bougainvillea, Beach Clean-Up,
Feast of Sharing, Toys for Tots,
Walk for Asthma and Relay for
Life.
Meets: At noon each Friday in the
Office of Student Activities, Student
Union Room 2.28.
For more information, contact:
Melissa Garza at the Office of
Student Activities, Student Union
Room 2.28 or call 554-5111.
Compiled by Leslie Robinson
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Members of the Campus Activities Board are (front row, from left)
Cristy Rivera and Patty Hinojosa, treasurer. Second row: Melissa
Garza, president; Raul Cano; and Raul Contreras. Third row: Ivan
Alvarado, vice president; and Mary Cota, secretary. Fourth row:
Jesus Ortegon, treasurer; Amelia Juarez and Nancy Reyna. Fifth
row: Vince Solis and Eloy Alvarez, advisers.
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Campus Police Report
Following are among the incidents
reported to Campus Police between Dec.
1 and Jan. 26.
At 12:06 p.m. Dec. 10, a Campus
Police officer was sent to investigate a
minor vehicle collision at the 1600 block
of Ridgely Road. The vehicles involved
were a 2001 Chevrolet Impala and a
1992 GMC Sierra. No injuries were
reported.
At 12:30 p.m. Dec. 11, a 1992 Dodge
Shadow struck a 2000 Plymouth Breeze
that was parked outside North Hall. No
other information was available.
At 3:21 p.m. the same day, Campus
Police responded to a burglar alarm at the
Cueto Building. The renovation crew
stated that they had been there since 7
a.m. and the alarm had been disarmed.
The alarm was deactivated.
At 10 p.m. Dec.12, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to the unpaved
parking lot at 21st Street and Ridgely
Road in response to a vandalized car. The
report did not indicate what type of damage the 2000 GMC Sonoma received, but
did state that the officer photographed
the damage.
At 1:50 p.m. Dec. 13, a student reported that his 1989 Pontiac Grand Prix was
burglarized while it was parked in the lot
at 21st Street and Ridgely Road.
At 1 p.m. Dec. 16, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to the SET-B
Conference Room in response to a staff
member suffering seizures. The individual was attending a staff Christmas party
when the seizure occurred. The person
refused EMS assistance; however, personnel from Student Health Services
checked him.
At 2:25 p.m. the same day, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to the second floor of Rusteberg Hall in response
to a staff member who was feeling ill.
The officer found the person on the floor
but conscious. He refused EMS and
Student Health Services assistance and
went back to work.
At 12:11 a.m. Dec. 17, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to the former Fort Brown Hotel in response to a
fire alarm. Upon arrival, the officer
found the sprinkler system on in one of
the rooms, but no signs of fire. He turned
off the alarm and reported it to Physical
Plant.
At 4:44 p.m. Dec 18, two vehicles collided outside the Regional Academic
Health Center at Ringgold and Ridgely
roads. The vehicles involved were a 1999
Chevrolet Blazer and a 1996 Ford van.
No other information was available.
At 7:15 p.m. Dec. 30, Campus Police
responded to a report of a stolen vehicle
at the Jacob Brown Auditorium parking
lot. The victim stated that he had parked
his 2001 Jeep Grand Cherokee at 4 p.m.
before going to Matamoros. Upon his
return at 7:15p.m., the vehicle was gone.

At 9:40 a.m. Jan. 3, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to the Garza
Gymnasium in reference to missing
mats. There the officer met with the
inventory supervisor, who said the mats
were last seen in weight room on Dec.
23. The mats were valued at $14 each.
At 12:35 a.m. Jan. 5, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to the West
Campus in regard to a stolen vehicle. A
woman told the officer that she had
parked her 2000 Chevrolet Ventura in
front of the former JC Penney store to
attend an event. Upon her return at midnight, the vehicle was gone. Campus
Police reported the incident to
Brownsville Police and the Cameron
County Sheriff's Department.
At 4:05 p.m. Jan. 7, a Campus Police
Officer was dispatched to the faculty
parking next to the Education Building in
response to a damaged vehicle. A staff
member told the officer that she had
parked her vehicle at 3:40 p.m. and when
she returned at 4 p.m. the left side of her
vehicle had been damaged.
At 10:50 p.m. Jan. 8, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to the Garza Gym
in reference to an injured student. The
student reported that she had pulled some
ribbons attached to a pole. The pole
struck the student on the back of the
head, causing an abrasion. The student
refused medical attention.
At 2:15 p.m. Jan. 10, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched to Eidman Hall in
reference to digital and video equipment
missing from the Criminal Justice
Forensic Lab. University officials told
the officer that the equipment was last
seen on Dec. 5 and found missing on Jan.
8, but had not reported it because they
wanted to ask others who had access to
the lab whether they had moved the
equipment or not.
At 9:22 p.m. Jan. 13, a 1987 Toyota
and a 2002 Ford Focus collided on May
Street. No other information was available.
At 7:23 p.m. Jan. 21, Campus Police
booted a 1993 Green Grand Am parked
in a restricted area at The Village at Fort
Brown. At 10 p.m., officers met with the
student owner and informed him of the
infraction. While trying to remove the
boot, the officers noted that the boot plate
was bent. The student explained that one
of his baseball teammates attempted to
remove the boot without his knowledge.
The officers said they would contact the
student to inform him of the repercussions.
At 11:51 a.m. Jan. 23, a Campus Police
guard reported the accidental damage to
the door of a Honda Accord in the student parking lot behind the Life and
Health Sciences building. The officer
stated that a strong wind caused the door
of his police unit to strike the Accord.
Compiled by Ildefonso Ortiz
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Volunteer
Continued from Page 1
AmeriCorps*VISTA volunteer to help
with problems within the surrounding
community.
"What happened was that I knew we
were going to get one position and the
Center [for Civic Engagement] was
going to get that person," FuentesMartin said. "The Center is doing a
lot of good work, but I was like, 'Why
couldn't it be me?' And so then,
[when] I was told that we might be
able to get a second one and [they
asked] if I was interested … I've been
going for it headstrong ever since."
Fuentes-Martin has hired SGA
President Edward Camarillo to query
student organizations about their participation in volunteer work and to
find community organizations in the
area that are in need of volunteers.
Camarillo is working part time as a
volunteer coordinator until his
employment with VISTA begins in
April.
"I did this because we don't have
anybody concentrating on that,"
Fuentes-Martin said. "And so, I gave
him some examples of work that I
would like to get done. I want to find
out from community organizations,
nonprofit agencies, what kind of volunteer services they need and try to
find out what the need is in the community and then match that with individual students, classes or student
organizations who are looking for volunteer opportunities."
Camarillo said that he had not made
concrete plans after his graduation last
December and was elated with the
opportunity of remaining on campus
for another year.

"Right away
I was just
thrown off,"
Camarillo
said. "I hadn't
told her what
I wanted to do
after graduation and so to
me, I was just
Edward Camarillo
like, "Wow,
something
came up for me here and I wanted to
stay here at least for another year or so
… And when Mari called me, it was
just like everything worked out perfectly."
Camarillo will undergo training as a
VISTA volunteer in April. During his
year of volunteer work, he will receive
a monthly stipend and health insurance. After a year of volunteering,
Camarillo will be eligible for an education award of $4,725 that can be
used toward graduate school or to pay
off student loans. Or, if Camarillo
chooses, he can receive a stipend of
$1,200 in lieu of the education award.
Camarillo and Fuentes-Martin said
they have already begun working on
several projects; for example, the university has adopted the task of
rebuilding the Longoria Elementary
pre-kindergarten playground, which
has been closed because it does not
meet safety standards.
"Edward's
really
phenomenal
because already he's introduced the
concept of our project to Longoria student government and they are behind
it," Fuentes-Martin said. "We chose
them because they're in the UTB
neighborhood. And we are going to be
asking our clubs and organizations to
help us raise some of the money that
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we need for the playground."
Camarillo said he plans to work
with faculty on a proposal that would
permit students to earn one credit hour
toward their program of studies for
their volunteer efforts. In doing so,
Camarillo said this might create more
of an incentive for students to volunteer their services.
"I'm very positive that it can get
done," Camarillo said. "I think it
would be something that the university would really consider. … I believe
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[that] as we get into the groove of
things with the actual program, we'll
sit down with faculty and we'll
express to them what we wish for
them to do and help them incorporate
students into what we're going to be
doing."
Fuentes-Martin said there is still a
lot of groundwork to do. She is certain, though, that with a lot of assessment between now and the summer,
that they will have an itinerary of projects for next fall semester.
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Campus to host regional chess tournament
By Leslie Robinson
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC will host the Texas
Scholastic Region 8 Chess Tournament
Saturday and Sunday. More than 1,000
Valley students--from kindergartners to
college seniors-are expected to attend,
officials say.
"This is the newest region," said
Hector Castillo, executive assistant to
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García. "It
was divided this past year because this
region has the largest number of participants in the state so they decided to
make the Valley its own region."
Castillo said the university submitted
a proposal last year to Victor Flores,
regional director for the Valley, to host
a tournament. A few months later, they

Paycheck
Continued from Page 1
students said they were having to borrow money, they were having to go to
pawn shops, having to get checks in
advance to hold them over until the end
of the month and they were having to
do that on a constant basis," said SGA
President Edward Camarillo.
Camarillo said a resolution seeking
semi-monthly checks was introduced
last spring by SGA member and business major Alex Salinas.
Salinas said the pay frequency had to
change.
"It was necessary because being a
student and a part-time employee
myself, I know that students [have]
many expenses such as books, supplies
for classes, gas, food, and so forth,"
Salinas said. "After getting feedback
from the part-time and work-study
employees, I felt motivated to keep on
pushing the issue."
Making the semi-monthly paycheck a
reality required hard work and was subject to a lengthy approval process: from
the SGA to Dean of Students Mari
Fuentes-Martin to Vice President for
Student Affairs Hilda Silva and ultimately, Interim Business Office
Director Yolanda De la Riva and Vice
President for Business Affairs
Rosemary Martinez.
"We didn't know if this was going to
become a reality or if it was going to be
something … tossed around, talked
about but no real action would be
taken," Camarillo said.
Business Affairs chief Martinez

received word that that the university
had won the proposal. UTB/TSC competed against four other Valley schools,
he said.
"[It gives] students across the Valley
an opportunity to visit our campus and
look at our facilities and learn more
about the programs that we have,"
Castillo said. "Not only do the students
come here to participate in chess, but
oftentimes the parents and their brothers and sisters come along, too, so we're
expecting to have almost 3,000 people
here for those two days."
Students will be selected by their
schools to compete in the tournament.
"It's an open tournament," Castillo
said, "so any schools can participate
and there is not a limit to the number of
students that can play from each

school."
UTB/TSC's chess team will compete
and raise funds for their organization by
selling food.
"It [will] be great for the community
and the university itself," said chess
club president and sophomore engineering technology major Eric
Vallarino.
Jaime Flores, vice president of the
club, agreed.
"We get more recognition in the
state," said Flores, a freshman computer science major. "When we first started
playing chess, it wasn't very well
known here in Brownsville.
Flores said that when he was in the
eighth grade at Oliveira Middle School,
his team won the state championship.
"It was a shocker," Flores said.

"Everybody started taking us seriously.
Around the nation, we started placing in
the top 10. It's just been going great
ever since then."
The UTB/TSC chess team and other
organizations will set up food booths at
the event. Director of Student Activities
Vince Solis and the Campus Activities
Board will house players in waiting
rooms before they compete.
Participants in kindergarten through
elementary will play in the Manuel
Garza Gymnasium annex. Middle, high
school and college students will compete in the Student Union Ballroom.
The public is invited to watch the competition.
The registration fee for players is $16.
For more information, call the Office of
Student Activities at 554-5138.

explained the effort to produce a semimonthly payroll.
"We delayed the implementation to
this year, because we were going
through a major computer software
upgrade," she said. "We had two
departments mainly involved in this,
Human Resources and the Business
Office.
The Human Resources and the
Payroll departments now process
paperwork twice a month for more than
1,000 employees.
"Most of them are students, some of
them are not, but this also includes
work-studies, part-time students and
just part-time employees," Martinez
said. "Anybody who is not on salary is
getting a semi-monthly paycheck and I
was told it's about 1,040 [employees]."
The biggest hurdle in implementing
semi-monthly paychecks was time
cards, she said.
"In the last year we were working
with the SGA members, we spent some
time educating the department on what
it was going to take to turn in two time
cards on time," Martinez said. "Now
the staff is processing two time cards
instead of one time card and it costs
more everywhere, not just in the payroll
department but also in the departments
that are submitting time cards."
The Business Office is studying the
feasibility of establishing an electronic
time-keeping system.
"We are now looking for an electronic time-keeping system that we might
implement … that would eliminate the
need of preparing all the time cards and
data entering [because] all of the information would be done electronically,"

Martinez said.
The semi-monthly payroll does not
extend to full-time employees.
"We're just now currently doing it for
the part-time workers simply because
the majority of them are students and
their paychecks are very important to

them," Martinez said.
The new payroll schedule took effect
Jan. 1, and on Jan. 15 the first semimonthly paychecks were issued.
"We had a very smooth payroll on
Jan. 15, so we're very happy about
that," Martinez said.
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Universidad a estudiantes: ¡Participen!
Por Jamie Standeford
Reportera
Siguiendo la inspiración del Padre
Armand Mathew, dirigentes universitarios dijeron que planean continuar los
esfuerzos para establecer programas de
servicio comunitario para ofrecer más
oportunidades de voluntariado a estudiantes.
"El Padre Armand Mathew dejó la universidad en diciembre y en ese tiempo
trabajó duro con el cuerpo docente para
establecer programas de servicio", dijo la
decana de estudiantes Mari FuentesMartin, sobre el antiguo dirigente del
Centro para Compromisos Cívicos. "Pero
lo que creo que la gente no sabe de él es
que estaba entrenado para encabezar
oportunidades de voluntariado para estudiantes".
UTB/TSC
trabajará
con
AmeriCorps*VISTA, una organización
que sirve "a cientos de organizaciones no
lucrativas y agencias públicas a través del
país--que trabajan para vencer el analfabetismo, mejorar los servicios de salud,
crear negocios, incrementar oportunidades para obtener viviendas, o cruzar
la división digital", según su sitio de
Internet.
A la universidad le fueron otorgados los
servicios de un voluntario de
AmeriCorps*VISTA para ayudar con los
problemas alrededor de la comunidad.
"Lo que paso es que yo sabía que iba a

haber un puesto disponible y que el
Centro (de Compromisos Cívicos) iba a
contratar a una persona", dijo FuentesMartin. "El centro está haciendo muy
buen trabajo pero yo dije, '¿Por qué no
yo?', luego cuando me dijeron que tal vez
podríamos conseguir a una segunda persona y me preguntaron si estaba interesada ... y lo he estado pensando seriamente
desde entonces".
Fuentes-Martin ha contratado al presidente del Gobierno Estudiantil Edward
Camarillo para preguntar a las organizaciones estudiantiles sobre su participación
en trabajo voluntario y para encontrar
organizaciones comunitarias en el área
que necesitan voluntarios. Camarillo está
trabajando medio tiempo como coordinador voluntario hasta el comienzo de su
trabajo con VISTA que empieza en abril.
"Hice esto porque no tenemos a nadie
que se concentre en eso", dijo FuentesMartin. "Entonces le dí unos ejemplos del
trabajo que me gustaría que se hiciera.
Quiero saber de organizaciones voluntarias, organizaciones no lucrativas, para
saber que tipo de servicios voluntarios
necesitan y para encontrar cuáles son las
necesidades de la comunidad, para luego
asignarlas a estudiantes, clases u organizaciones estudiantiles que están en busca
de oportunidades de voluntariado".
Camarillo dijo que no había hecho
planes concretos para después de su graduación el pasado diciembre y se regocijó
con la oportunidad de poder permanecer

Breves
Los estudiantes de tecnología empresarial de UTB/TSC proveerán asistencia con las formas de impuestos de 4 p.m. a 7 p.m. cada lunes y martes
empezando hoy hasta el 15 de abril en los salones 166 y 210 del edificio
Rusteberg. Para poder recibir ayuda, los individuos deberán ser estudiantes, o
contribuyentes de bajos ingresos, discapacitados, que no hablen inglés o de la
tercera edad. Los individuos deberán de contar con los siguientes documentos: el paquete de impuestos de este año, todas las formas incluyendo W-2 y
1099 (ganancias por intereses), información de otros ingresos,
deducciones/créditos, copia de la forma de impuestos del año pasado y tarjetas del seguro social del individuo y sus dependientes. Para mayores informes,
llamar al Departamento de Tecnología Empresarial al 983-7835 o 548-6574.
Hilda Silva, vice-rectora de Asuntos Estudiantiles, hablará ante el
Gobierno Estudiantil durante su junta general el viernes a la 1:30 p.m. en la
veranda del Unión Estudiantil. Para mayores informes, llamar al 554-5034.
El Centro de Resolucion de Conflictos tendrá un seminario llamado
"Asertividad" del mediodía a 1 p.m. el miércoles en el salón 204 del edificio
Cortéz. Otros seminarios que se harán a la misma hora y en el mismo lugar
son "Controlando el Enojo", feb. 26; "Comunicación", marzo 19; y "Tu Estilo
de Conflicto", abril 16. Se servirán refrigerios. Para mayores informes, llamar
a la directora del Centro de Resolucion de Conflictos, Ethel Cantú al 5448868.

en la universidad por un año más.
"Me impactó inmediatamente", dijo
Camarillo. "No le había dicho lo que
quería hacer después de graduarme, pero
cuando escuché del puesto, eso para mí
fue sorprendente, pues yo quería
quedarme al menos un año o más y cuando Mari me habló fue como si todo
hubiera salido a la perfección".
Camarillo tomará un entrenamiento
como un voluntario del programa VISTA
en abril. Durante el año que desempeñe
su trabajo voluntario, le serán otorgados
una gratificación mensual y un seguro
médico. Después del año de voluntario,
Camarillo calificará para una beca estudiantil de $4,275 que puede ser usada para
cursos de posgrado o para pagar préstamos universitarios. Si Camarillo lo prefiere, puede recibir una gratificación de
$1,200 en lugar de la beca.
Camarillo y Fuentes-Martin dijeron
que ya empezaron a trabajar en diferentes
proyectos; por ejemplo, la universidad ha
adoptado la tarea de remodelar el jardín
preescolar de juegos de la Escuela
Primaria Longoria, el cual ha sido cerrado ya que no cumple con los reglamentos
de seguridad.
"Edward es fenomenal porque ya ha
introducido nuestro concepto al gobierno

estudiantil de Longoria y ellos se están
haciendo cargo de eso", dijo FuentesMartin. "Los escogimos porque se
encuentran cerca en el vecindario, cerca
de la universidad. Vamos a preguntarles a
nuestros clubes y organizaciones para que
nos ayuden a recaudar los fondos necesarios para ayudar al jardín de juegos".
Camarillo dijo que planea trabajar con
el cuerpo docente con el propósito de permitir que los estudiantes obtengan una
hora (un crédito) para su programa de
estudios por su esfuerzo voluntario. De
ser así, Camarillo dice que ésto inspiraría
a muchos estudiantes a proveer servicios
voluntarios.
"Creo que sí se puede hacer", dijo
Camarillo. "Creo que sería algo que la
universidad consideraría ... yo creo que
en lo que nos acostumbramos al programa actual, dialogaremos con el cuerpo
docente y les expresaremos lo que
deseamos que ellos hagan y ayudarles a
incorporar a los estudiantes en lo que
planeamos hacer".
Fuentes-Martin dijo que hay mucho
terreno que cubrir. Ella está segura de
que, con muchas actividades entre ahora
y el verano, ellos tendrán un itinerario
para los proyectos que se llevarán a cabo
el otoño entrante.

Estudiante de Hoy
Por Lorena Cruz
Reportera
Nombre: Michelle García
Edad: 24 años
Promedio: 3.5
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Especialidad: Educación con
especialización en inglés.
Afiliaciones:
Gobierno
Estudiantil, Phi Theta Kappa, Alpha
Chi.
Pasatiempos: Leer y pasar tiempo con su esposo e hijos.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande? "Los cuatro años que
estuve en el Cuerpo de la Marina".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a corto y
largo plazo? "Una de mis metas a
corto plazo es recibir mi licenciatura en educación y a largo plazo
recibir mi doctorado en Literatura
Inglesa y a la vez ser un profesor
universitario".
¿Qué has hecho en beneficio de

la comunidad? "A través de las
diferentes organizaciones he participado en muchas actividades de servicio comunitario como la donación
de pavos en el Centro Ozanam (Phi
Theta Kappa), la Semana Nacional
del Hambre con el Gobierno
Estudiantil y como maestra de catecismo en la Iglesia El Buen Pastor".
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Scorpions outpace Alumni
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
The Alumni vs. Scorpions baseball
game pitted father against son and
brother against brother in a friendly
exhibition where youth prevailed 7-4.
Played Jan. 25 at Scorpion Field, the
game featured 30 Alumni facing off
against this year's Scorpion Baseball
Team.
Jimmy Dodd, the coach who led the
Scorpions to the College World Series
in 1977, threw out the first pitch before
125 fans, who braved the cold weather
with the help from some free hot dogs
courtesy of the Alumni Association.
The game got under way with Julio
Ruiz pitching for the Scorpions. The
Scorpions drew first blood, scoring
two runs in the bottom of the first and
another in the bottom of the second as
Captain Scott delivered an RBI single.
The score was 3-0 until the top of the
fourth when a hit by Chuck Hoskins
(1997-99) scored Eric Gonzales
(1998-2001), putting the Alumni on
the board. In the bottom of the fifth,
the Scorpions took the run back as first
baseman Alex Guajardo got on base
with a double and later scored on a
passed ball.
With the score 4-1 going into the
sixth inning, it looked as if the game
was over but the Alumni got it together and began a rally. Alumni Bobby
Frausto (1997-99) led off the inning

with a bunt single. He then advanced
to second on a sacrifice bunt by Pete
Avila. Avila is 60 years old and
coached the Scorpions in the mid-70s.
After a passed ball and a walk, there
were men on first and third. Eric
Gonzales hit a triple to score both men
and bring the Alumni within a run at 43. Juan Segoviano (1996-97) followed
with a triple of his own and an RBI to
tie the game at four, which made the
Scorpions nervous and got the fans
back into the game.
After the rally the Scorpions
regrouped and were able to score a run
in the next three innings to put the
game out of reach for the Alumni.
Some of the highlights included
Scorpion pitcher Bryan Hoskins pitching to his brother Chuck Hoskins.
Segoviano stole second base and then
returned to first after some confusion
and some laughter from his teammates. In the bottom of the eighth,
Scorpion pitcher Micheil McCune
pitched to his dad Bob McCune (197475) who grounded to third to end the
eighth.
"It brought back memories because
he taught me how to pitch so it was
pretty cool," McCune said about pitching to his dad. "It was kind of hard
because it was either strike him out, let
him hit the ball or hit him. Everyone
wanted me to hit him. It was a challenging decision but I laid it up so he
could hit it."

ALEJANDRO RIVERA/COLLEGIAN

Cesar Navarro (center) advances to third base after tagging from second
following a fly ball to center field. Third baseman Josh Steen (No. 25)
and pithcer Chuck Hoskins (No. 32) look on.
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Senior mathematics major Frank Gomez shoots a free-throw as
junior kinesiology major Greg Burnias watches the ball from
under the net. Gomez won the men’s free-throw competition and
freshman Jackie Dickens won the women’s contest.

Athlete of the Week
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor
Name: Julio Ruiz
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Undecided
High School: Brownsville Lopez
Sport: Baseball
Positions: Pitcher/Outfielder
Age: 21
Height: 5'11"
Baseball Idol: Sammy Sosa
Hobbies: "I like playing baseball,
golf, any sport. I also like to go metal
detecting."
Started playing baseball when: "I
was 6 years old."
Aspirations/Goals: "To go pro or
a good Division 1 college."
What approach do you take to
the game? "I just stay relaxed, just
focused on what I have to do. Just
play as hard as I can and stay mentally tough. I don't put any pressure on
myself …just relax and be myself."
How do you handle the pressure
of the game? "I never feel pressure
because when I'm playing I'm just
relaxed. That's how I relax, just playing baseball. I never get nervous, I
just focus on what I have to do."
What do you like more--pitching
a shutout or hitting a home run?
"Pitching a shutout."

How does baseball help you in
life? "Basically it's kept me out of
problems. Since I was small, my dad
kept me in Little League, Pony--and
in high school it kept me out of trouble and passing my classes. Just
hanging around with good people
without any bad influences."
Where do you see yourself in 10
years? "Hopefully, still playing
baseball. I don't want it to end soon,
I want to see how far I can get and
take it from there. If I don't play
baseball, then have a good job and
raise a family."
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Plaza Square
Motor Lodge

Study-worms

“YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME”

Large Meeting Area
Pool, Restaurant & Lounge
Free Coffee & Snack for Breakfast
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates Available
24/7 Security
Refrigerator/Microwave/Hot Plates
Free Local Calls
Fax and copying services
10 percent discount with university ID

Rooms From

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Olga V. Garza, a sophomore sociology major, and Jorge
Arrendondo, a sophomore psychology major, focus on slides of planarian worms in their Biology 1109 lab class. Adjunct instructor
Isabel Lastra teaches the class.

Nominations for 2003 Chancellor's Council
Outstanding Teaching Award Due Feb. 5
Students, faculty and staff are encouraged to nominate Faculty for the
2003 Chancellor's Council Outstanding Teaching Award. Nominations
will be accepted until Feb. 5 at 5 p.m. in the Office of the Vice
President for Academic Affairs in Gorgas Hall. Nominees must be
full-time tenured or tenure track faculty to be considered. If you have
questions, contact the Office of Academic Affairs at 544-8975.

Nominee ___________________________________________

Department__________________________________________

Name of Nominator (Required)
___________________________________________________
Your Phone No. _________________________
Your e-mail _____________________________
Thank you for your nomination.
Submit nominations to the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs
by Feb. 5, 2003, at 5 p.m.

$2900 SPECIAL

Beautiful, tropical courtyard setting
Contact Information
Phone: (956) 546-5104
Fax: (956) 548-0243
E-Mail: arvintucker@aol.com

2255 Central Blvd.
Brownsville,Texas 78520

The Collegian

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

February 3, 2003 • PAGE 11

“Robert Pulido and Friends”

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS

Tejano star Roberto Pulido (left) practices with members of the UTB/TSC
Mariachi Escorpion in the kitchen of the Jacob Brown Auditorium shortly
before a concert Jan. 24 benefiting the Roberto Pulido Music Scholarship
Endowment, which helps aspiring student musicians attend UTB/TSC.
Shown with Pulido are (from left) Fernando Morales, Arnoldo Castillo and
Antonio Claudio.

Mariachi Escorpion members Abel Acuña (from left), Noe Barboza and
Justin Villanueva sing a medley of rancheras made famous by Vicente
Fernandez during the "Robert Pulido and Friends" benefit concert Jan.
24 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.

Roberto Pulido performs at the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
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The next Picasso?
Top 5 most romantic getaways on campus
The Collegian recently asked 20 students and faculty what they
thought were the most romantic getaways on campus. They are
as follows:
5. The Student Union's La
Sala
4. Meditation area in the Life
and Health Sciences building
3. Rose garden gazebo behind
Gorgas Hall
2. Amphitheater overlooking
the Fort Brown Resaca
1. Student Union Ballroom
balcony

Mystik Sisters
By Leslie Robinson
and Jamie Standeford
Staff Writers
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19): Stop
wasting your time folding dirty laundry! It's just going straight to the
washer, where I promise it won't
come out folded.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): You
feel as though a little trickery is being
done against you; however, rest
assured that no one is out to harm
you. So, stop looking over your
shoulder every two seconds!
Aries (March 21-April 20):
Money is like water for you in that
you can't seem to hold on to it for
very long. A word to the wise: This
income tax season, try investing a little bit of money and the return will be
far greater.
Taurus (April 21-May 21): You
have had your fair share of drama in
your life; now is the time to end the
cycle. Have you ever thought about
not picking up dates from numbers on
restroom walls?
Gemini (May 22-June 21): Be
careful next time you sit in physics
class and yell out, "I know the
answer." In the end, you might not
look so smart.
Cancer (June 22-July 22):
Remember time heals all wounds;
just don't waste your time sitting in

front of the clock. Go out and find
something productive that will help
in the healing process.
Leo
(July
23-Aug.
22):
Remember size does matter when it
comes to super-sizing your fries,
even if you order a large Diet Coke.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 23): You are
feeling a little short tempered this
week; try not to let it get the best of
you. Maybe you should direct your
energies toward something creative
that has a calming effect, like crochet.
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 23): Being
indecisive can be a bit of a problem
for you but please try overcoming
that. You don't want to have to buy
two Valentine's Day gifts.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22): With
all of the new action movies coming
out, you are feeling a little dare devilish. Just remember that you're not
Vin Diesel; most of the time he has
stunt doubles.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21):
Next time you're on the way to the
bathroom, make sure you grab a roll
of toilet paper; I guarantee you there
won't always be someone there to
take it to you.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20):
Might I remind you that the winter
break is over and it is time to buckle
down on what is truly important. You
can't use the excuse that your dog
died; you've already used it.

DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN

Senior art major Rolando Holland works on a painting during
class Tuesday.

Here is my Collegian cupcake,
take it and say our love will never crumble.
Surprise your sweetheart with a Collegian Love Line
(25 words maximum) and a delicious cupcake
--all for just $3.50.
Publication Date: Monday, Feb. 10
Pick up your cupcake on Valentine’s Day at the Collegian
(Student Union Room 1.28)
Deadline: 5 p.m. today.
To place an order, call 554-5143
Write your message here (please print):

